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According to the
National Safety Council,
agriculture is the most
hazardous industry in
the nation. Since we
are in an agricultural
community there is a
good chance that if you are not involved
directly in the industry you have a family
member or close friend that is. START
SEEING FARMERS; be on the lookout for
farm implements on the road that are
moving substantially slower than the
posted speed limit.

Brent Honegger

High Risk Factors on Farms

¢ Age — Injury rates are highest among
children age 15 and under and adults
over 65.

e Equipment and Machinery —Most
farm accidents and fatalities involve
machinery.

¢ Protective Equipment — Using
protective equipment, such as gloves,
coveralls, boots, hats, and goggles
could significantly reduce farming
injuries.

How Can You Improve Farm Safety

You can start by increasing your

awareness of farming hazards and

making a conscious effort to prepare

for emergency situations including fires,

vehicles accidents, and electrical shocks

from equipment and wires and chemical

LOOK OUT FOR
SLOW MOVING
VEHICLES

N O Vews

FORREST OFFICE

A publication for the valued customers of MetzStoller, Inc.

You Might be Involved in the Most
Hazardous Industry in the Nation!

exposures. Be especially alert to hazards
that may affect children and the elderly.
We have listed some steps you can take
to reduce injuries on the farm.

¢ Inspect equipment routinely for
problems that may cause accidents.

¢ Discuss safety hazards and
emergency procedures with your
workers.

¢ |Install approved rollover protective
structures, protective enclosures, or
protective frames on tractors.

e Make sure that guards on farm
equipment are replaced after
maintenance.

¢ Take precautions to prevent
entrapment and suffocation caused
by unstable surfaces of grain storage
bins, silos, or hoppers. Never “walk
the grain.”

e Be aware that methane gas, carbon
dioxide, ammonia, and hydrogen
sulfide can form in unventilated
grain silos and manure pits and
can suffocate or poison workers or
explode.

¢ Take advantage of safety equipment,
such as bypass starter covers, power
take-off master
shields, and slow-
moving vehicle
emblems.

Information obtained from
OSHA, www.OSHA.gov

“FARM"’-
Workers
Compensation

Our clients that are involved in
agriculture generally understand that
their business is exempt from the
workers compensation requirements
in lllinois (assuming they do not
employ over 400 man days per
quarter). Recently, however, we
have been advised that while a
“farmer” may be exempt from these
laws in their farming operation,

he may not be exempt if he works
outside what is contemplated to

be his “farming” operation. For
example, if you are hauling your
own grain with your own trucks you
would be in your farming operation
and exempt. If, on the other hand,
you are “hauling for hire,” you would
not be considered to be operating
within your contemplated farming
operation and would be required to
have workers compensation for the
involved employees.

If you have questions or concerns
about the requirements for your
operation, please talk to us.

Auto Owners Annuity -
currently paying guaranteed
minimum of 3%.
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e Insurers cannot deny coverage
for children under age 19.

Getting Ready for School

e Have your children put everything they carry in a
backpack or school bag so that they won't drop things
along the way.
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are saving for retirement or for your nestegg, 1 Ib hamburger have in our relationship with you.
you will be pleased with results that are 1 Onion The average cost per insurance claim for collision your path, but stay in your lane.

guaranteed. 4-5 minced jalapefios (if desired) damage is $2,800. When you factor in auto claims Many serious crashes occur when
involving bodily injury, this average rises to $10,000. drivers swerve to avoid a deer
Holly Koch, Broyvn h_amburger & onion. M|x cornbread according . L o and hit another vehicle or lose o R R " .=
Marketing Representative, to directions on the box & stir in corn. Pour half of Defensive driving tips to avoid hitting a deer. control of their own vehicle. ' One day’at'a time ~ this is enough.
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We Sell Individual Cook at 375 degrees for 30 minutes in a greased * Deer seldom run alone. If you see one deer, * Do not rely on devices such as deer whistles, b not yet'come. Live'in'the present and
and Group Health 9x13 pan others may be nearby. these devices have not been proven to reduce \make'it'so’beautiful'it will be worth

! . . . - - y
Insurance Too! ¢ Brake firmly when you notice a deer in or near deer/vehicle collisions. A .femember’"g' 5 Author' Unknown




