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According to the 
National Safety Council, 
agriculture is the most 
hazardous industry in 
the nation.  Since we 
are in an agricultural 
community there is a 

good chance that if you are not involved 
directly in the industry you have a family 
member or close friend that is.  START 
SEEING FARMERS; be on the lookout for 
farm implements on the road that are 
moving substantially slower than the 
posted speed limit.     

High Risk Factors on Farms
•	 Age – Injury rates are highest among 

children age 15 and under and adults 
over 65.

•	 Equipment and Machinery –Most 
farm accidents and fatalities involve 
machinery.

•	 Protective Equipment – Using 
protective equipment, such as gloves, 
coveralls, boots, hats, and goggles 
could significantly reduce farming 
injuries.

How Can You Improve Farm Safety
You can start by increasing your 
awareness of farming hazards and 
making a conscious effort to prepare 
for emergency situations including fires, 
vehicles accidents, and electrical shocks 
from equipment and wires and chemical 

exposures.  Be especially alert to hazards 
that may affect children and the elderly.   
We have listed some steps you can take 
to reduce injuries on the farm.

•	 Inspect equipment routinely for 
problems that may cause accidents.

•	 Discuss safety hazards and 
emergency procedures with your 
workers.

•	 Install approved rollover protective 
structures, protective enclosures, or 
protective frames on tractors.

•	 Make sure that guards on farm 
equipment are replaced after 
maintenance.

•	 Take precautions to prevent 
entrapment and suffocation caused 
by unstable surfaces of grain storage 
bins, silos, or hoppers.  Never “walk 
the grain.”

•	 Be aware that methane gas, carbon 
dioxide, ammonia, and hydrogen 
sulfide can form in unventilated 
grain silos and manure pits and 
can suffocate or poison workers or 
explode.

•	 Take advantage of safety equipment, 
such as bypass starter covers, power 
take-off master 

	 shields, and slow-
	 moving vehicle 
	 emblems.
Information obtained from 
OSHA, www.OSHA.gov

“FARM”–
Workers
Compensation

You Might be Involved in the Most 
Hazardous Industry in the Nation!
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Our clients that are involved in 
agriculture generally understand that 
their business is exempt from the 
workers compensation requirements 
in Illinois (assuming they do not 
employ over 400 man days per 
quarter). Recently, however,  we 
have been advised that while a 
“farmer” may be exempt from these 
laws in their farming operation, 
he may not be exempt if he works 
outside what is contemplated to 
be his “farming” operation.  For 
example, if you are hauling your 
own grain with your own trucks you 
would be in your farming operation 
and exempt.  If, on the other hand, 
you are “hauling for hire,” you would 
not be considered to be operating 
within your contemplated farming 
operation and would be required to 
have workers compensation for the 
involved employees.

If you have questions or concerns 
about the requirements for your 
operation, please talk to us.

Auto Owners Annuity – 
currently paying guaranteed 

minimum of 3%.

608 E. Oak St. • Fairbury, IL 61739
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Please submit your question(s) to MSI by e-mail at info@metzstoller.com.  Your question/answer will be posted 
on our website MetzStoller.com for all to see.  All questions will remain anonymous.
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The Affordable Care Act was signed into law on 
3-23-10.   This new law will  eventually affect 
every person in America.   There is a timetable 
established when certain provisions of the plan 
take effect.   There are still unknowns how this 
will affect each of us.   There is also a possibility 
that with a change in government leaders, some 
features could be repealed or changed.
	 This will be brief and basically list the 
changes effective 9-23-10 which is six months 
following the date of the law.  For new plans and 
plans renewed after 9-23-10:

•	 Insurers cannot place lifetime or annual dollar 
limit caps on your policy.

•	 Insurers cannot cancel your policy if a person 

becomes sick.

•	 Insurers cannot deny coverage 
for children under age 19.

•	 Children can stay on the 
parent’s policy until age 26, 
regardless of marital status.

•	 New insurance plans will cover the full cost of 
preventive care and exempt such care from 
deductible payments. This applies to existing 
policies in 2018.

•	 There will be additional changes in the 
coming years, so we will continue to monitor 
the plan provisions and try to keep you 
abreast.
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Healthcare Reform

The most terrifying words in the English language are: 
“I’m from the government and I’m here to help”  – Ronald Reagan

•  2 Boxes Jiffy cornbread mix
•  1 Can of creamed corn
•  1 lb shredded cheddar cheese
•  1 lb hamburger
•  1 Onion
•  4-5 minced jalapeños (if desired)

Brown hamburger & onion.  Mix cornbread according 
to directions on the box & stir in corn.  Pour half of 
the mixture in the pan.  Add meat & jalapeños on 
top.  Put ¾  of the cheese on top of meat mixture.  
Pour on remainder of cornbread mixture and top 
with remaining cheese.
Cook at 375 degrees for 30 minutes in a greased 
9x13 pan

mexican
cornbread

Dale Stoller

Til (Rieger) Johnson 
started her career 
with our agency back 
in 1972.  Following 
a short employment 
with State Farm, 
she decided that she 
wanted to work closer 
to home, but to our 
credit, wanted to 
stay in the insurance 

business.  Willard Bess hired Til and a year later 
Steve Metz joined the agency and Til did her 
best to bring him into the business.  She worked 
with Willard and Steve until the merger with Dale 
Stoller of the Slagel Stoller Agency and the Bess 
Metz Agencies in 1984 and today she works in 
the same office where she started 39 years ago.  

During that time many things have happened to 
Til; she met her husband Harry, had three great 
kids, has had 4 grandkids, and lost both of her 
parents, a brother and a brother-in-law.  It would 
be an  understatement to say that we have been 
through a lot together. 

Today, Til manages our Commercial Insurance 
Department, but over the years she has sat 
in every chair in the agency and she can do 
anything that there is to do in our office.  She is 
talented, smart, a good person with a good work 
ethic and we, at Metz Stoller, Inc., are proud to 
have her on our team.  For some people 39 years 
of experience may translate to “old”, but with 
Til it translates to “prime” as that is where we 
feel she is in her working life.  Another reason to 
have Metz Stoller, Inc. as your insurance agency.   

Til Johnson

MSI Employee Spotlight  

Is your CD paying 3%?
Does the volatility in the markets make 
you nervous?  Are you looking for a safe 
investment to place your hard earned 
retirement funds?   Annuities are a safe and 
secure investment.  A significant portion 
of every portfolio should contain low risk 
investments that are not at the mercy of 
stock market fluctuations and are guaranteed 
to earn a reasonable rate of return.
	 There are several advantages to annuities 
vs. other popular investment vehicles.    
Annuity interest earnings are taxed only 
when they are withdrawn from the annuity, 
which typically occurs later in life when the 
tax bracket is lower.   With CDs, you pay 
taxes as the income is earned annually.  
Annuities defer taxes to a later date so ALL 
your money is working for you.  Historically, 
annuities have paid a higher rate of return 
than CDs and there are no maturity dates to 
worry about.
	 Auto-Owners Deferred Annuities are 
the perfect investment tool for your safe 
investment.  They are currently paying 3.00% 
interest with a minimum guarantee of 3.00%.    
Compare that to your CD!!
	 There are no confusing introductory 
“teaser” rates.  They offer the straight 
forward fixed rate of interest and there is no 
front end load or annual policy administration 
fee.  You are allowed to withdraw up to 10% 
per year without a surrender charge up to 
10 years.  If you have reached the minimum 
retirement age of 60, the surrender limitation 
is for only 5 years.
	 If Auto-Owners Insurance writes your 
home or personal auto policy, you will receive 
a 5% discount if you allow us to write an 
annuity of $2,000 or more.  Please consider 
the rate of return on your investment with the 
additional discount.
	 Auto-Owners Life Insurance Company 
is rated A+ by AM Best and A (Excellent) 
by TheStreet.com and has been named a 
Fortune 500 company for the 7th straight 
year.  They continue to have extremely strong 
surplus and financial strength.
	 Please contact MetzStoller to help you 
with securing your investments.  Whether you 
are saving for retirement or for your nestegg, 
you will be pleased with results that are 
guaranteed.

Holly Koch,
Marketing Representative,
AutoOwners Insurance

We Sell Individual
and Group Health

Insurance Too!

Renters insurance would be a coverage that we often 
overlook when we are renting a house or apartment.  
Coverage is available to protect your contents on 
a replacement cost basis if your personal property 
is lost or damaged by a covered loss.  A renters 
policy would provide you with liability to others 
if someone sues you for bodily injury or property 
damage occurring on your premises or arising out of 
your personal activities.   They would also pay the 
medical expenses of guests injured at your premises.  

If your home or apartment becomes 
uninhabitable because of a covered 
loss, they will pay the additional 
expenses you incur to live elsewhere 
while the home or apartment is 
being repaired.  Just because you do 
not own your home, doesn’t mean 
you don’t need coverage for your contents.  These 
policies are relatively inexpensive and provide you 
with peace of mind.

Getting Ready for School
•	Have your children put everything they carry in a 

backpack or school bag so that they won´t drop things 
along the way.

•	Have them wear bright, contrasting colors so they will 
be more easily seen by drivers.

•	Make sure they leave home on time so they can 
walk to the bus stop and arrive before the bus is due. 
Running can be dangerous.

Walking to the Bus Stop
•	Walk your young child to the bus stop and have older 

children walk in groups. There is safety in numbers; 
groups are easier for drivers to see.

•	Practice good pedestrian behavior: walk on the 
sidewalk, if there is no sidewalk, stay out of the street.

•	 If you must walk in the street, walk single file, face 
traffic and stay as close to the edge of the road as you 
can.

•	Stop and look left, right and then left again if you must 
cross the street. Do the same thing at driveways and 
alleys.  Exaggerate your head turns and narrate your 
actions so your child knows you are looking left, right 
and left.

Waiting at the Bus Stop
•	Don´t let your child play running games or push and 

shove at the bus stop. It is dangerous near traffic.
•	Make sure your child stands at least 10 feet (5 giant 

steps) from the road while waiting for the bus. The 
child will then be out of the way of traffic. Have 
younger children practice taking 5 giant steps to 
become familiar with 10 feet.

Getting On and Off the Bus
•	Warn children that, if they drop something, they should 

never pick it up. Instead, they should tell the driver 
and follow the driver´s instructions. If they bend over 
to pick up a dropped object, they might not be seen 
by the driver and could be hurt if the driver pulls away 
from the stop

•	Remind children to look to the right before they step 
off the bus. Drivers in a hurry sometimes try to sneak 
by busses on the right.

•	Teach your children to secure loose drawstrings and 
other objects that may get caught in the handrail or 
door of the bus as they are exiting.

•	Give your child a note or follow your school´s 
procedures if you would like for the child to get off at 
a stop other than the one they are assigned. The driver 
isn´t allowed to let a child off at another stop without 
written permission.

•	 If you meet your child at the bus stop after school, 
wait on the side where the child will be dropped off, 
not across the street. Children can be so excited at 
seeing you after school that they dash across the 
street and forget the safety rules.

Riding the Bus
•	Children should talk quietly, be courteous to the driver 

and follow the driver´s instructions.
•	Children should stay seated during the entire bus ride 

and keep the aisles clear.

MSI News 3

We are very proud at Metz Stoller, 
Inc. to call ourselves “Independent 
Agents” and we are and have always 
been a member of our State and 
National organizations.   You see 
the sign on our door, but maybe you 
don’t truly understand the meaning 
of “Independent Agent”.  First of all, 
we are truly Independent, we are not 
captive which means we work for 
YOU and we work with more than 1 
specific insurance company.    We 
have good relationships with our 
insurance companies and we do our 
best to honor our partnerships with 
them, but our true loyalty is to you 
“our customer” and honoring that 
relationship.  We have the ability to 
offer you a “choice” of policies from 
a variety of insurance companies 
and we are not reluctant to use those 
tools in your best interests.  We can 
serve you well in good times and bad, 
because when you have needs and 
when you have problems we have 
solutions and you do not have to go 
elsewhere.

Recently we applied for membership 
in the “Trusted Choice” program (see 
pledge in insert).  We feel it’s a good 
fit for us and a pledge that we can 
make without reservation.  “Trust” 
is something that you just don’t 
promise to people nor something 
that you simply talk about.  “Trust” 
is something that you do every day 
and we have been doing it for a long 
time at Metz Stoller, Inc.  “Trust” 
is something that is vital to our 
relationship and being a Trusted 
Choice agent simply allows us to put in 
writing what we have always strived to 
have in our relationship with you.

INDEPENDENT 
INSURANCE 
AGENTS OF 
ILLINOIS  

Renters Insurance

Jill Braun

The average cost per insurance claim for collision 
damage is $2,800.  When you factor in auto claims 
involving bodily injury, this average rises to $10,000.

Defensive driving tips to avoid hitting a deer.

•	 Pay extra attention from sunset to midnight 
as well as right before sunrise.  These are the 
highest risk times for deer-vehicle collisions.

•	 Deer seldom run alone.  If you see one deer, 
others may be nearby.

•	 Brake firmly when you notice a deer in or near 

your path, but stay in your lane.  
Many serious crashes occur when 
drivers swerve to avoid a deer 
and hit another vehicle or lose 
control of their own vehicle.

•	 Always wear your seat belt.  Most 
people injured in car/deer crashes 
were not wearing their seatbelts.

•	 Do not rely on devices such as deer whistles, 
these devices have not been proven to reduce 
deer/vehicle collisions.

Avoiding Deer Collisions

Laura Frye

School Bus Safety 
Tips for Parents 

One day at a time – this is enough.  
Do not look back and grieve over 

the past for it is gone and do not be 
troubled about the future, for it has 

not yet come.  Live in the present and 
make it so beautiful it will be worth

remembering.  – Author Unknown


